
A death occurs

Coroner informed

Contact a Funeral Director
to arrange the funeral

In hospital

The hospital informs Contact Doctor

Next of Kin Police Police arrange removal

At home

Coroner orders
post mortem

Is death due to
natural causes?

Yes

No

Coroner or Funeral Director
contacts you with a date

to register

Inquest is held

Deceased’s doctor issues
Cause of Death Certificate

Coroner does not
order post mortem

Register the death

If burial, take Green Form
to Funeral Directors

If burial, take Green Form
to Funeral Directors

Please note:
An inquest may take several months before it is closed.
For help to close bank accounts, etc. the coroner can issue 
an Interim Certificate of the facts of death.

Registrar will:
• register the death

• issue Green Form (if burial)
• issue Certified Copies

of Death Certificate

Register the death

Registrar will:
• register the death

• issue Green Form (if burial)
• issue Certified Copies

of Death Certificate

When inquest is closed
collect Certified Copies
of the Death Certificate

Referred to the Coroner
The procedures to follow when a death is referred 
to a Coroner.


